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1. ¬@fsfifw^qflk fp pl`f^i loabo moljlqfkdcultural 
creation. ­  ̄Will Durant  
 

2. Civilization developed over time. It is the sum 
of several interrelated developments in the 
methods of food production and social 
organization.  
 

3. Taken culturally, civilization can be a relative 
term. ­Afccbobkq mblmib pbb lqebo mblmib
afccbobkqiv,­ 

TEĖQ TB«SB IBĖOKBA PL CĖO 



1. How societies adjusted to rising 
complexities.  How did they deal with change?  
 

2. What problems they encountered as 
civilization developed. More importantly, what 
were their solutions?  
 

3. We will explore the philosophical and 
religious movements that would eventually 
define the cultures we know today.  And is 
there a reason for why endure to this day?  

TEĖQ TB«OB Ė?LRQ QL IBĖOK 



I. CONTEXT 
We look at the geography, history, and ethos of the 
regions where these ideas were founded.  

 
II. PHILOSOPHY 

We get a feel of how these ideas work and how they 
obi^qb ql qeb pl`fbqv«p bqelp, 

 
III. SYSTEM 

We study how the philosophies and ideas have 
crystallized into the forms we see today.  

STRUCTURE OF THE PRESENTATION 
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PREFACE RELIGION AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCES 



Ė_lrq 62# lc qeb tloia«p mlmri^qflk _bilkdp ql pljb cloj lc lod^kfwba obifdflk, 
 
Qe^q«p ^_lrq 3,5 _fiiflk mblmib fk /.*... afpqfk`q obifdflkp, 
 
Christianity alone has about 33,000 denominations.  



A SOCIAL SCIENCE DEFINITION 

άLƴ general, religion is a social arrangement designed to 

provide a shared, collective say of dealing with the unknown 

and unknowable aspects of human life, death and existence, and 

the difficult dilemmas that arise in the process of making moral 

decisions. As such, religion not only provides responses to 

enduring human problems and questions but also forms a basis 

for social cohesion and solidarityΦέ ς Allan G. Johnson, 

Blackwell Dictionary of Sociology 



άwŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ is a set of beliefs, symbols, and practices (for 

example rituals), which is based on the idea of the sacred, and 

which unites believers into a socio-religious community. 

The sacred is contrasted with the profane because it involves 

feelings of awe. Sociologists have defined religion by reference to 

the sacred rather than to a belief in a god or gods, because it 

makes social comparison ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦές Oxford Dictionary of 

Sociology 

A SOCIAL SCIENCE DEFINITION 



Ekam sad vipra bahudha vadantikam Sat (RV 1.164.64) 
The truth is one, but the sages know it by many names. 

 



PART 1 THE AXIAL AGE 
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11.5: End of ice ages 

Earliest evidence of agriculture in near east 

Earliest evidence of agriculture in Southeast Asia 

Evidence of pastoralism in Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan 

Evidence of agriculture in Americas 

First empires 

First superempire (Persia) 

Foundation of world religions 

Foundation of largest pastoral empire (Genghis Khan, 1220CE) 
Industrial Revolution 

THE HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION 



THE AXIAL AGE 







ABRAHAMIC SINIC 

DHARMIC 
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THE HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION 



1. All occurred in or near the original river valley civilizations. 
This meant that the material preconditions were present for 
the development of religion and thought. 
 

2. Axial Age revolutions can be counted on the fingers of one 
hand. This does not mean that religion and thought stopped 
evolving, but that most breakthroughs and advances either (a) 
occurred within the original tradition, or (b) is a combination 
of several other traditions. 
 

3. Each revolution in thought was born during a period of crisis 
or instability. Old orders were breaking down and there was a 
demand for a new standard of behaviour ς ethics. 
 

THE AXIAL AGE 



THE AXIAL AGE 

4. The Axial Age also overlapped with the Iron Age of human 
history. With more durable and more valuable goods, a certain 
materialism emerged. Improved weapons also made war and 
conquest possible. 

India China Near East 

Paleolithic Before 10,000BCE 

Neolithic 10,000BCE ς c3500BCE 

Bronze Age 3000 ς 1200BCE 3000 ς 700BCE 3300 ς 1200BCE 

Iron Age 1200 ς 200BCE 600 ς 200BCE 1300 ς 600BCE 

Axial Age 800 - 200BCE 



PART 2 CHINESE PHILOSOPHY 





PAN GU 

Emperor of 
Heaven 

Emperor of 
Mankind 

Emperor of 
Earth 

THE THREE AUGUST ONES 

THE FIVE EMPERORS 

XIA DYNASTY 
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TANG 
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QING 



Nuwa and Fuxi, the Earthly Sovereign and the 
Heavenly Sovereign 

ShennongΣ ά¢ƘŜ 
5ƛǾƛƴŜ CŀǊƳŜǊέ 

THE THREE 
AUGUST 

ONES 





A fish-decorated bowl 
dating to the 
Yangshao culture at 
5000BCE. 


