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A fish-decorated bowl 
dating to the 
Yangshao culture at 
5000BCE. 



Black egg-shell pottery dating 
back to the Longshan culture at 
3000BCE. 



Bronze making was a signature of the Xia, but the 
very existence of the dynasty is in question. 
 
Chinese historians often claim that it is one and the 
same as the contemporaneous Erlitou culture. 



The Shang is the first historically 
established dynasty in Chinese history. 

The Oracle Bone 



The excavations at Anyang 

Bronze is a metal alloy composed 
mainly of copper and tin. 



Some things historians learned 
from the Oracle Bones:  
 
Å The notion of a supreme heavenly 
power (referred to as Shangdi, or "God 
above," and later as "Tian," or 
"Heaven"). 
 
Å The belief in the power of the spirits 
of ancestors to affect events on earth. 
 
Å And the importance attached to 
rituals venerating ancestors and the 
role assigned to the king in performing 
these ceremonial rituals. 

SHANG RELIGIOUS BELIEFS 



THE MANDATE OF HEAVEN (tianming ) 

To justify their overthrow of the corrupt King 
of Shang, the Duke of Zhou declared that he 
Ƙŀǎ ƭƻǎǘ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ favor. 
 
This has become the performance standard 
throughout Chinese history. An emperor or a 
dynasty is said to have the Mandate when 
they do well, and lose the Mandate when 
ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ. 



The Zhou is divided into the 
Å Western Zhou (1027-771 BCE), capital at Xian 
Å Eastern Zhou (770-221 BCE), capital at Luoyang 

ZHOU DYNASTY (1100-256BCE) 

State administration was feudal: local lords help power over 
their domains, but owed military loyalty and support to the 
center. 



The Eastern Zhou is divided into 
 
1.  Spring and Autumn Period 

(770-476 BCE) 
 

2.  Warring States Period (475-
221 BCE) 

 
After the displacement of the 
Western Zhou and the shift to the 
east, small states competed for 
power. Many philosophical schools 
emerged during this period also 
called ά¢ƘŜ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƻŦ 
¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘέ 
 

ZHOU DYNASTY (1100-256BCE) 



The Hundred Schools of Thought  
 
Confucianism 

Confucius (c. 551-479 BCE) Analects 
Mencius (371-289 BCE) Mencius 
Xun Zi (Hsun Tzu) (298-238) Xunzi 

 
Legalism 

Han Fei Zi (Han Fei Tzu) (d. 233) Han Feizi 
Li Si (Li Ssu) (d. 208) who became the Prime Minister of Qin 

  
Daoism (Taoism) 

Lao Zi (Lao Tzu) "Old Master" (c. 500) Daodejing, also known as Laozi 
Zhuang Zi (Chuang Tzu) (c. 369-286) Zhuangzi 

 

ZHOU DYNASTY (1100-256BCE) 



Click HERE to download excerpts from the Analects and the Tao Te Ching. 

CONFUCIANISM & DAOISM  

http://sirmartin.wordpress.com/2010/07/07/ss2-for-the-confucianismdaoism-workshop-next-week/


THE THREE VINEGAR TASTERS 



Filial piety ( xiao) 
 

1.2 -ÁÓÔÅÒ 9ÏÕ ÓÁÉÄȡ Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ Á ÒÁÒÅ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ Á 

sense of filial and fraternal responsibility (xiaodi) to have a taste for 

defying authority. And it is unheard of for those who have no taste for 

defying authority to be keen on initiating rebellion. Exemplary persons 

concentrate their efforts on the root, for the root having taken hold, 

the way will grow therefrom. As for filial and fraternal responsibility, it 

is, I suspect, the root of humaneness (renɊȢȱ 

 
 

THE THREE CONFUCIAN VALUES 



Humaneness (ren) 
 

4.5 4ÈÅ -ÁÓÔÅÒ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ7ÅÁÌÔÈ ÁÎÄ honor are what people want, but if they 

are the consequence of deviating from the way (dao), I would have no part in 

them. Poverty and disgrace are what people deplore, but if they are 

consequence of staying on the way, I would not avoid them. Wherein do the 

exemplary persons (junzi) who would abandon their humanness (ren) 

warrant that name? Exemplary persons do not take leave of their humaneness 

even for the space of a meal. When they are troubled, they certainly turn to it, 

ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏ ÉÎ ÆÁÃÉÎÇ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓȢȱ 

 

THE THREE CONFUCIAN VALUES 



Ritual (li)  
 

3.4 Lin Fang asked about the roots of observing ritual propriety (li). The 

-ÁÓÔÅÒ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÄȡ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȦ )Î ÏÂÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÐÒÏÐÒÉÅÔÙȟ ÉÔ 

is better to be modest than extravagant; in mourning, it is better to express 

ÒÅÁÌ ÇÒÉÅÆ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÏ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÏÖÅÒ ÆÏÒÍÁÌ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓȢȱ 

11.12 Zilu asked how to serve the spirits and the gods. The Master replied, 

Ȱ.ÏÔ ÙÅÔ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÈÏ× ×ÏÕÌÄ ÙÏÕ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÔÈÅ 

ÓÐÉÒÉÔÓȩȱ Zilu ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ-ÁÙ ) ÁÓË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÄÅÁÔÈȩȱ 4ÈÅ -ÁÓÔÅÒ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÄȟ Ȱ.ÏÔ ÙÅÔ 

ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÈÏ× ÃÏÕÌÄ ÙÏÕ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÄÅÁÔÈȩȱ 

 

THE THREE CONFUCIAN VALUES 



The way that can be spoken of  
Is not the constant way;  
The name that can be named  
Is not the constant name. 
 
The nameless was the beginning of heaven and earth;  
The named was the mother of the myriad creatures. 
 
Hence always rid yourself of desires in order to observe its secrets;  
But always allow yourself to have desires in order to observe its 
manifestations. 
 
These two are the same  
But diverge in name as they issue forth.  
Being the same they are called mysteries,  
Mystery upon mystery -  
The gateway of the manifold secrets.  

From the 
Tao Te Ching 
Chapter 1 

THE TAO TE CHING 



Govern the state by being straightforward;  
Wage war by being crafty;  
But win the empire by not being meddlesome. 
 
How do I know that it is like that?  
By means of this. 
 
The more taboos there are in the empire  
The poorer the people;  
The more sharpened tools the people have  
The more benighted the state;  
The more skills the people have  
The further novelties multiply;  
The better known the laws and edicts  
The more thieves and robbers there are. 
 
Hence the sage says,  
I take no action and the people are transformed of themselves;  
I prefer stillness and the people are rectified of themselves;  
I am not meddlesome and the people prosper of themselves;  
I am free from desire and the people of themselves become simple like the 
uncarved block.  

From the 
Tao Te Ching 
Chapter 57 

THE TAO TE CHING 



In the world there is nothing more submissive and weak than water.  
Yet for attacking that which is hard and strong nothing can surpass it.  
This is because there is nothing that can take its place. 
 
That the weak overcomes the strong,  
And the submissive overcomes the hard,  
Everyone in the world knows yet no one can put this knowledge into 
practice. 
 
Therefore the sage says,  
One who takes on himself the humiliation of the state  
Is called a ruler worthy of offering sacrifices to the gods of earth and 
millet.  
One who takes on himself the calamity of the state  
Is called a king worthy of dominion over the entire empire. 
 
Straightforward words seem paradoxical.  From the 

Tao Te Ching 
Chapter 78 

THE TAO TE CHING 



CALVIN THE DAOIST 



Yang (white) 
 

Masculine 
 

Warm 
 

Tough 
 

Day 
 

Large 
 

Assert 
 

Stone 
 

Confucius 

Yin (black) 
 

Feminine 
 

Cool 
 

Soft 
 

Night 
 

Small 
 

Yield 
 

Water 
 

Lao Zi 

Represents harmony through the complementary forces of the universe. 

TAJITU / YIN YANG 



CONFUCIANISM AND DAOISM  

Four summary questions 
 
I. What is the root of social chaos? 

 
II. What is the nature of mankind? 

 
III. How does one become moral and 

upright? 
 

IV. How must society be ordered? 
 


