
In preparation for the SS2 Middle East Summit 

By Martin Benedict Perez, Social Sciences, Philippine Science High School 



The term ñMiddle Eastò is a European invention. 
Developed in the late 19th century for purely strategic reasons, they needed a term 

to designate the area in between the Near East (Turkey) and the Far East (China). 



From the first two quarters, weôve learned that 

Mesopotamia, the cradle of civilization, was in the 

Middle East, and that the worldôs monotheistic 

traditions were born in the region. 



The last time we discussed the region, we studied the birth of 

Islam and the achievements of the Islamic golden age. 

However, having a Chinese-like unified empire throughout 

its history wasnôt the fate of Islamic civilization. 



The Age of Imperialism was 

strongly felt in the Middle East 

too. 



OIL 
66% are currently sourced 

from the Middle East; 25% in 

Saudi Arabia alone 

OFW 
About 30% are in the Middle 

East; remittances account for 

13.5% of our GDP 

TERRORISM 
With the involvement of al-

Qaeda in the 9/11 attacks, the 

Middle East is now the center of 

a óWar on Terrorô 

PROSPERITY 
The worldôs tallest tower is now 

in Dubai 

FAITH 
Judaism, Christianity and 

Islam all trace their roots to 

the region 

CONFLICT 
Numerous fractures along 

cultural, national, and religious 

lines have led to numerous wars 



PART ONE THE GOALS OF THE SUMMIT 
An introduction to the Middle East Summit in the third week of January 

 

PART TWO CONFLICT: THE THREE FLASHPOINTS 
A conceptual framework for understanding Middle East Conflict 

 

1. The Onset of Nationalism 
a. The Idea of Nationalism 

b. Middle East Nationalism 

2. Oil and Geopolitics 

3. The Status of Israel  

 

PART THREE THE STORY OF ISRAEL 
A quick summary of the events after 15 May 1948 



PART ONE THE GOALS OF THE SUMMIT 
An introduction to the Middle East Summit in the third week of January 

President Barack Obama with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (at his right) and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas (left) 



PART ONE THE GOALS OF THE SUMMIT 

GAME THEORY is a field of 

applied mathematics often 

used in the social sciences. 

It attempts to explain 

strategic behaviour, 

particularly in games 

where the success of oneôs 

choices depends on the 

choices of others. 

 

One particular theory called 

THE PRISONERôS DILEMMA 

is very popular and can 

explain ñWin As Much As 

You Canò. 
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Thus according to the Prisonerôs Dilemma Ł 
 

Even when the rational choice for all is to choose óYô 

(cooperate), the possibility of maximizing oneôs gains is 

better when one chooses óXô (defect). However, if everyone 

chooses óXô to maximize their gain, they will end up worse off 

than they could be if they cooperated with each other. 

 

This explains the difficulty of reaching or sustaining a win-

win situation in nearly all political issues from nuclear 

proliferation to climate change to regional peace. 



PART ONE THE GOALS OF THE SUMMIT 

Preparing and executing the SS2 Middle East Summit is our 

primary means of learning about the history and complexity of 

Middle East conflict. 

 

1. Each student is responsible for ómatter loadingô on their 

assigned countries on the days leading up to the summit. 

The class lectures are designed as a guide on how to study. 

 

2. Each team is responsible for representing their assigned 

country/organization and for fulfilling their goals and 

objectives during the summit. 

 

3. Each participant in the summit will keep a log to keep track 

of events and activities before, during, and after the summit 

proper. 



PART ONE THE GOALS OF THE SUMMIT 

The class must resolve the following issues: 

 
1. The status of Israel Ł will the Arab countries recognize Israelôs right to 

exist? 

 

2. The issue of the homeland for the Palestinians. Questions include 

where it would be located, what its rights would be, and its 

relationship with Israel. 

 

3. The status of the PLO and how to address its ongoing terrorist activity 

against Israel. 

 

4. The status of the Israeli-controlled West Bank, which was formerly 

part of Jordan. 

 

5. The status of the Golan Heights, which were formerly part of Syria. 
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6. The status of the Gaza Strip, which was formerly part of Egypt. 

 

7. The relationship between Egypt, reviled for its recognition of Israel, 

and its fellow Arab nations. 

 

8. The issue of control over the Jordan Riverôs water. 

 

9. Resolving the ongoing Iran-Iraq War. 

 

10. Resolving the ongoing Israeli invasion of Lebanon. 

 

11. Continued US access to nine million barrels of oil per day. 

 

12. Avoiding nuclear war at all costs Ł this occurs when the two super 

powers commit military forces to opposing sides of a conflict. 

(A nuclear war ends the summit and fails the class.) 



PART ONE THE GOALS OF THE SUMMIT 

Before the summit proper Ł the period of January 6 to 17 Ł the 

teams are tasked to prepare a COUNTRY PROFILE. This serves as 

(a) the prep work and ómatter loadingô for the summit and (b) 

reference material and guide during the actual summit. 

 

Visit the blog Ł sirmartin.wordpress.com Ł to download the 

template for the COUNTRY PROFILE. 

 

Submit two copies (one photocopy, one original) by Monday, 

January 17) in a short folder. DO NOT FASTEN, STAPLE OR ATTACH 

the document onto the folder. 

 

The country profile serves as LT#1A for the 4th Quarter. 
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Each team will be involved in solving all twelve issues in the 

summit. The involvement of the teams may or may not be even 

throughout the different issues. 

 

On the meeting before the summit, each team will receive 

THE FINAL BRIEFING. This sheet contains information on the 

resources available to you and the specific goals you have to 

achieve in the summit. 

 

Each goal will have a corresponding number of points based on 

their importance. However, these points will not be revealed until 

after the summit proper. 

 

Studying and reading up on your objectives will give you an idea as 

to their importance, and thus their possible points. 
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Based on their performance, teams could receive either of the 

following merits or demerits. 

 

A. Fulfill 80% or better of the assigned goals (based on points) 

and receive a one-letter grade up bonus to your LT#1. 

 

B. Fulfill only 20% or less (based on points) and receive a one-

letter grade down demerit to your LT#1. 

 

The team to receive the highest score in class will get FIRST PICKS 

in our ASEAN Forum draw in February. 

 

A class that ends up in nuclear war will receive equally 

catastrophic demerits. 
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TURKEY 
 

Resources 
Military strength: 1 million troops 

Military aid to give: $5 billion 

Economic aid to give: $8 billion 

 

Goals 
1. Secure $5 billion of economic aid from the United States. (+4 points) 

2. Have no military conflict break out during the conference. (+4 points) 

3. Settle the issue of Iraqi refugees in Turkey. (+2 points) 

 

Avoid 
1. Having Iran defeat Iraq in their war. (-5 points) 

2. Being forced to ally with an Arab country against Israel. (-3 points) 

3. A nuclear war breaks out. (-10 points to all, terminates the summit) 

NOTE: In the actual FINAL BRIEFING 

youôll receive, the points (in red) are 

not present. 
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This time around, Iôd like to know what youôre thinking throughout 

the entire process. Keeping this log will help keep you aware and 

thoughtful of everything we do. 

 

This will be done individually. Download the template from the 

blog and submit 24 hours after the end of the second day of the 

summit. This is LT#1B. (Will be available starting January 14.) 

 

Thus, the deadlines are: 

 

Camia and Jasmin    January 21 (Fri), 12 noon 

Champaca, Dahlia and Ilang-Ilang January 22 (Sat), 12 noon 

 

While I prefer e-mail, hard copy is perfectly fine. Those whose 

papers are due on Saturday but donôt have e-mail, inform me by 

January 17 so we can make arrangements. 



PART TWO THE THREE FLASHPOINTS 
A conceptual framework for understanding Middle East Conflict 

Israeli soldiers in the Six Day War of 1967 



PART TWO THE THREE FLASHPOINTS 

1.The Onset of Nationalism 

 

a.The Idea of Nationalism 

b.Middle East Nationalism 
 

2. Oil and Geopolitics 

 

3. The Status of Israel  


